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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle (3, 3A) is provided with: a power receiving coil
(3a) that is provided so as to face a ground power supply coil
(2a) and that receives electric power from the ground power
supply coil (2a); a storage battery (34) that stores the electric
power received by the power receiving coil (3a¢); and a
power supply coil (3f) that supplies the electric power
received by the power receiving coil (3a) to the outside. A
transporting system is provided with: a plurality of travel
tracks (1A, 1B) along which the plurality of vehicles (3, 3A)
travel; and power transfer areas (Ka, Kb) where a vehicle (3,
3A) traveling along a travel track (1A) and a vehicle (3, 3A)
traveling along another travel track (1B) are able to mutually
transfer electric power to each other.

10 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 7
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FIG. 8
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1
VEHICLE AND WIRELESS POWER SUPPLY
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a 35 U.S.C. §§371 national
phase conversion of PCT/JP2012/062020, filed May 10,
2012, which claims priority to Japanese Patent Application
Nos. 2011-107570 and 2011-107571, filed May 12, 2011,
the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.
The PCT International Application was published in the
Japanese language.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a vehicle and a wireless
power supply system.

BACKGROUND ART

In the patent document 1 listed below, a power transmis-
sion system that transmits electric power without any con-
tact being made by using an antenna coil is disclosed. In the
patent document 2 listed below, a moving vehicle power
supply system is disclosed in which a plurality of power
transmitting devices are provided in a power supply area,
and electric power is supplied from the respective power
transmitting devices to a moving vehicle without any contact
being made with that vehicle. In the patent document 3 listed
below, traveling control technology for an unmanned trav-
eling vehicle relating to a power transmission system and a
moving vehicle power supply system is disclosed. In this
technology, in the control of the operations of a battery-
driven type of unmanned traveling vehicle that travels along
a taxiway on which a plurality of stations are provided and
that performs transportation tasks by stopping in sequence at
stations specified by an external communication device,
when an unmanned traveling vehicle arrives at reference
stations that form a travel start position and a travel finish
position, the battery voltage of the traveling unmanned
vehicle is measured, and the unmanned traveling vehicle is
made to move to a battery charging station when the battery
voltage is equal to or less than a fixed reference value. As a
result, the task of charging the unmanned traveling vehicle
won’t have any adverse effects on the transporting task.

RELATED ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

[Patent document 1] Japanese
Publication No. 2009-225551

[Patent document 2] Japanese
Publication No. 2010-193657

[Patent document 3] Japanese
Publication No. H8-101713

Patent Application, First
Patent Application, First

Patent Application, First

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

In the moving vehicle power supply system described in
patent document 2, it is necessary for a power transmitting
device to be provided at each of the park positions of the
moving vehicle. Because of this, the installation of the
power transmitting devices as well as their maintenance
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2

requires both time and expenditure. For example, if wireless
power supply equipment is to be temporarily installed on a
construction site or at an event site, then if the number of
power transmitting devices is large, their installation
requires a considerable length of time. Accordingly, it is
difficult for such a site to be set up with any rapidity.

In the traveling control technology for an unmanned
traveling vehicle described in patent document 3, when, for
example, a taxiway is set up over a wide area, then the
aforementioned moving vehicles (i.e., the unmanned trav-
eling vehicles) may include both unmanned traveling
vehicles A that perform transporting tasks while traveling
within an area that is comparatively near to a battery
charging station, and unmanned traveling vehicles B that
perform transporting tasks while traveling within an area
that is comparatively far from a battery charging station. In
this case, because the unmanned traveling vehicles B travel
longer distances than the unmanned traveling vehicles A and
move to a battery charging station irrespective of whether or
not they are carrying a load, the task of charging an
unmanned traveling vehicle has a considerable effect on the
transporting tasks.

Moreover, it is also necessary to determine a sufficient
battery capacity to meet the needs of the unmanned traveling
vehicle that is performing a transporting task in the furthest
location from the battery charging station. For this reason,
the size of the battery of an unmanned traveling vehicle
increases.

Aspects of the present invention were conceived in view
of the above-described circumstances, and it is an object
thereof to supply electric power to a transporting vehicle
using fewer wireless power supply devices than is the case
conventionally for a plurality of objects to be charged, and
to reduce the effects inflicted on a transporting task by the
task of charging the transporting vehicle (i.e., an unmanned
traveling vehicle) compared to the conventional system,
while at the same time suppressing any tendency for the size
of the battery (i.e., storage battery) to increase.

Means for Solving the Problem

In order to achieve the above-described objects, in the first
aspect of the present invention, as the first means of solving
the problems a structure is employed in which a vehicle is
provided with a power receiving device that is provided so
as to face a ground power supply device and that receives
electric power from the ground power supply device, a
power storage device that stores the electric power received
by the power receiving device, and a power supply device
that supplies at least a portion of the electric power received
by the power receiving device to an external object that is to
be supplied with the electric power.

As the second means of solving the problems a structure
is employed in which, in the above-described first means of
solving the problems, the power receiving device is pro-
vided on one side surface of the vehicle, while the power
supply device is provided on the other side surface of the
vehicle.

As the third means of solving the problems a structure is
employed in which, in the above-described first or second
means of solving the problems, there are further provided: a
wireless communication device that performs wireless com-
munication with the outside; and a control device that
ascertains the charge state of the object to be supplied with
electric power by the power supply device using the wireless
communication device, and adjusts the amount of electric



US 9,481,258 B2

3

power that is supplied to the object to be supplied with
electric power from the power supply device in accordance
with the charge state.

As the fourth means of solving the problems a structure is
employed in which, in the above-described third means of
solving the problems, when the amount of electric power
that is stored in the object to be supplied with electric power
is greater than the amount of electric power that is stored in
the storage device, the control device limits the amount of
charging that is provided to the storage device and gives
priority to charging the object to be supplied with electric
power to a fully charged state.

As the fifth means of solving the problems a structure is
employed in which a wireless power supply system that
supplies electric power from a ground power supply device
to a vehicle without making contact with that vehicle is
provided with: the vehicle according to any one of the
above-described first through fourth means of solving the
problems; and a plurality of parking areas that are mutually
adjacent to each other where the vehicle parks.

As the sixth means of solving the problems a structure is
employed in which, in the above-described fifth means of
solving the problems, the parking areas are provided on
travel tracks along which moving objects in the form of
unmanned transporting vehicles travel.

As the seventh means of solving the problems a structure
is employed in which a transporting system is provided with:
a plurality of the vehicles according to any one of the
above-described first through fourth means of solving the
problems that are driven by storage batteries and that receive
electric power from outside and supply power to outside; a
plurality of travel tracks along which the vehicles travel; and
power transfer areas that are areas where a particular travel
track is adjacent to another travel track, and where a vehicle
traveling along a particular travel track and a vehicle trav-
eling along another travel track are able to mutually transfer
electric power to each other.

As the eighth means of solving the problems a structure
is employed in which, in the above-described seventh means
of solving the problems, the vehicles mutually transfer
electric power while traveling in a power transfer area.

As the ninth means of solving the problems a structure is
employed in which, in the above-described seventh or eighth
means of solving the problems, power receiving coils that
receive electric power without making contact and power
supply coils that receive electric power without making
contact are provided in a plurality of positions in the
vehicles.

Effects of the Invention

According to aspects of the present invention, a vehicle is
provided with a power receiving device that is provided so
as to face a ground power supply device and that receives
electric power from the ground power supply device, and
with a power supply device that supplies at least a portion of
the electric power received by the power receiving device to
an external object that is to be supplied with power. Because
of'this, the vehicle is able to supply electric power to another
vehicle that has parked adjacently to that vehicle. As a result,
it is possible to decrease the number of ground power supply
devices compared to a conventional system. Accordingly,
the time and expenditure required for the installation of the
ground power supply devices as well as for their mainte-
nance can both be reduced compared to a conventional
system.
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Furthermore, in a power transfer area, a first vehicle that
is traveling along a particular travel track and a second
vehicle that is traveling along another travel track both
supply and receive electric power. Because of this, a vehicle
is able to receive electric power without traveling past a
charging station. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce the
effects inflicted on a transporting task by the task of charging
a vehicle compared to the conventional system. Further-
more, it is also possible to suppress any tendency for the size
of the battery to increase.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram showing the functional structure
of'an unmanned transporting system that includes a wireless
power supply system according to the first embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the functional structure
of a power transfer system of an unmanned transporting
vehicle (i.e., a vehicle) in the first embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is an outline view showing the structure of a
charging station in the first embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a characteristic operation of
a wireless power supply system according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a characteristic view showing a charging pattern
in the wireless power supply system according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a system configuration diagram showing the
overall structure of an unmanned transporting system
according to the second embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 is a view showing the detailed structure of a
charging station in the second embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the functional structure
of an unmanned transporting vehicle (i.e., a vehicle) in the
second embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is an outline view showing the state of a wireless
power supply area in the second embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing a characteristic operation
of'an unmanned transporting system according to the second
embodiment of the present invention.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

(First Embodiment)

Hereinafter, a first embodiment of the present invention
will be described with reference made to the drawings.

A wireless power supply system of the present embodi-
ment is applied to an unmanned transporting system A such
as that shown in FIG. 1. As is shown in FIG. 1, the
unmanned transporting system A performs transporting
tasks to transport articles such as components and finished
products between an automated warchouse and a manufac-
turing facility, and is composed of a travel track 1, a charging
station 2, and a plurality of unmanned transporting vehicles
3 (i.e., vehicles).

Storage stations and retrieval stations that are used for
transferring articles with the unmanned transporting
vehicles 3 (these are represented by the rectangles contain-
ing either upward or downward pointing arrows in FIG. 1)
are provided in the aforementioned automated warehouse
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and manufacturing facility. As is shown in the drawing, the
travel track 1 is provided in a loop shape (i.e., an endless
loop) that extends between the storage stations and retrieval
stations of the automated warehouse and the storage stations
and retrieval stations of the manufacturing facility, and
guides the traveling of the unmanned transporting vehicles
3. Note that various types of track are known as tracks for
the travel track 1 depending on the travel system used by the
unmanned transporting vehicles 3.

The charging station 2 is provided on branch tracks 1la
that branch off from a portion of the travel track 1, and is an
area where the unmanned transporting vehicles 3 are able to
park in order to recharge. The charging station 2 is described
below in detail using FIG. 3.

The plurality of unmanned transporting vehicles 3 are
unmanned traveling vehicles that performs the task of trans-
porting articles between the aforementioned automated
warehouse and manufacturing facility. Each unmanned
transporting vehicle 3 travels in a clockwise direction shown
by the arrows on the travel track 1 based on command
information relating to a transporting task that it has
received via wireless communication from a ground control
station (not shown). By doing this, each unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3 transports articles such as components and
the like from the retrieval station of the automated ware-
house to a storage station of the manufacturing facility, and
transports articles such as finished products from a retrieval
station of the manufacturing facility to the storage station of
the automated warehouse.

The respective unmanned transporting vehicles 3 form a
wireless power supply system together with the above-
described charging station 2. FIG. 2 shows the functional
structure of principal portions, namely, of the power transfer
system of each unmanned transporting vehicle 3. Namely,
each unmanned transporting vehicle 3 is provided with a
power receiving coil 3a, a power receiving circuit 3b, a
charging/discharging circuit 3¢, a storage battery 3d, a
power supply circuit 3e, a power supply coil 3f, a wireless
communication device 3g, and a control device 3% as
functional component elements of the power receiving and
supply system.

The power receiving coil 3a is an induction coil that
receives wirelessly supplied power from a ground power
supply coil 2a shown in FIG. 3, and is provided at a height
(i.e., a position) where it directly faces the ground power
supply coil 2a at one side surface of the unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3. The power receiving coil 3a receives AC
electric power by means of electromagnetic induction that is
based on an alternating magnetic field that is generated by
the ground power supply coil 2a without making any contact
with this ground power supply coil 2a, and then outputs it to
the power receiving circuit 3b. The power receiving circuit
354 is a power conversion circuit that converts the AC electric
power input from the power receiving coil 3a into DC
electric power, and outputs this DC electric power to the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢ and the power supply circuit
3e.

The charging/discharging circuit 3¢ is a power regulating
circuit that regulates the supply of electric power from the
power receiving circuit 35 to the storage battery 3d (i.e., the
charging), and the supply of electric power from the storage
battery 3d to the power supply circuit 3e (i.e., the discharg-
ing). The charging/discharging circuit 3¢, for example, out-
puts the DC electric power supplied from the power receiv-
ing circuit 35 to the storage battery 3d as charging electric
power while adjusting the current thereof such that this
remains at a constant level. The charging/discharging circuit
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3¢ also outputs the DC electric power (i.e., the discharge
electric power) supplied from the storage battery 3d to the
power supply circuit 3¢ while regulating the upper limit
value thereof. The storage battery 3d is a secondary battery
such as a lithium-ion battery or a lead storage battery. The
storage battery 3d is charged with the DC electric power
supplied from the charging/discharging circuit 3¢, and dis-
charges its accumulated electric power so as to supply it to
the charging/discharging circuit 3c.

Note that, although omitted from FIG. 2, the unmanned
transporting vehicles 3 are provided with: the functional
component elements of a driving system such as a plurality
of drive wheels, carrying wheels, and a travel motor that
drives the drive wheels; a load handling system that per-
forms the receiving and delivery of articles with the storage
stations and retrieval stations; and with the functional com-
ponents of a main control system that collectively controls
the driving system and the load handling system. The
driving system, the load handling system, and the main
control system function using electric power from the stor-
age battery 3d as a power source.

The power supply circuit 3e is a power conversion circuit
that converts the discharge electric power supplied from the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢ into AC electric power, and
then outputs this AC electric power to the power supply coil
3f. The power supply coil 3f generates an induction magnetic
field based on the AC electric power supplied from the
power supply circuit 3e, and supplies this AC electric power
to the outside via the induction magnetic field. As is shown
in the drawings, the power supply coil 3fis provided on the
other side surface of the unmanned transporting vehicle 3,
which is on the opposite side from the power receiving coil
3a, and at the same height as the power receiving coil 3a.

The power receiving coil 3a is provided in a position on
the unmanned transporting vehicle 3 that corresponds to the
position of the ground power supply coil 2a. The power
supply coil 3f'is provided at a position on the opposite side
from the power receiving coil 3a, however, this is due to the
structure of the charging station 2. Namely, as is shown in
FIG. 3, the charging station 2 is provided with two mutually
adjacent parking areas, namely, with a parking area 1 and a
parking area 2 such that two unmanned transporting vehicles
3 are able to park with their side surfaces facing each other.
The ground power supply coil 2a is provided at the side of
one parking area, namely, at the side of the parking area 1
s0 as to be adjacent to the parking area 1.

When an unmanned transporting vehicle 3 has parked at
each of the parking area 1 and the parking area 2, the two
unmanned transporting vehicles 3 are positioned such that a
side surface of one faces a side surface of the other.
Moreover, the unmanned transporting vehicle 3 in the park-
ing area 1 is positioned such that the power receiving coil 3a
thereof faces the ground power supply coil 2a. The
unmanned transporting vehicle 3 in the parking area 2 is
positioned such that the power supply coil 3a thereof faces
the power supply coil 3f of the unmanned transporting
vehicle 3 that is parked in the parking area 1.

As is described above, the wireless communication device
3g communicates by wireless with the ground control sta-
tion, and exchanges information relating to transporting
tasks and to electric power receiving and supply processing
with the wireless communication devices 3g of other
unmanned transporting vehicles 3. The control device 3%
collectively controls the power receiving circuit 35, the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢, the power supply circuit 3e,
and the wireless communication device 3g based on prede-
termined control programs. As a result of this control being
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performed, it is possible for transporting tasks and the
processing to exchange electric power with other unmanned
transporting vehicles 3 to be performed.

Next, operations of the unmanned transporting system A
having the above-described structure, and particularly elec-
tric power supply and receiving operations of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3 will be described in detail with
reference made to FIG. 4 and FIG. 5.

In the unmanned transporting system A, a ground control
station (not shown) collectively controls the transporting
tasks of the unmanned transporting vehicle 3. Namely, based
on command information relating to a transporting task that
is received by the wireless communication device 3g, the
unmanned transporting vehicle 3 travels in a clockwise
direction around the travel track 1. By doing this, the
unmanned transporting vehicle 3 transports articles that it
has received from the retrieval station of the automated
warehouse to a storage station of the manufacturing facility,
and transports articles that it has received from a retrieval
station of the manufacturing facility to the storage station of
the automated warehouse.

As a result of receiving in sequence command informa-
tion relating to transporting tasks, the unmanned transport-
ing vehicle 3 repeats in sequence the above-described trans-
porting tasks. When, as a result of performing the above-
described transporting tasks, the quantity of stored electric
power in the storage battery 3d drops below a predetermined
threshold value, the unmanned transporting vehicle 3 noti-
fies this fact to the ground control station via the wireless
communication device 3g, and acquires permission to travel
to the charging station 2. This travel permission includes
specifying information that specifies the parking area that is
the travel destination.

Because the ground control station collectively controls
all of the unmanned transporting vehicles 3, it is able to
ascertain the usage situation in the charging station 2.
Accordingly, the ground control station transmits to the
unmanned transporting vehicle 3 that is attempting to
acquire permission to travel to the charging station 2 the
specifying information whose contents specify which park-
ing area out of the two parking areas in the charging station
2 is not currently in use (namely, which parking area does
not have an unmanned transporting vehicle 3 currently using
it). The unmanned transporting vehicle 3 then travels
towards the parking area indicated in the information speci-
fying the parking area. Note that the traveling and loading of
the unmanned transporting vehicles 3 are controlled by the
main control system that collectively controls the above-
described driving system and load handling system.

When the unmanned transporting vehicle 3 parks at the
parking area specified by the ground control station, the
control device 3/ executes in the sequence shown in FIG. 4
control processing that relates to electric power transfer
processing based on a control program.

Namely, based on information specifying the aforemen-
tioned parking area that was received, for example, by the
wireless communication device 3g from the ground control
station, the control device 3/ determines whether or not the
vehicle has parked in the parking area 1 that is adjacent to
the ground power supply coil 2a (step S1). If the result of the
determination in step S1 is [Yes] (namely, if a vehicle has
parked in the parking area 1), the control device 3/ confirms
whether or not another unmanned transporting vehicle 3 has
parked in the adjacent parking area 2 (step S2). Namely, the
control device 3/ performs the confirmation processing in
step S2 by performing wireless communication with another
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unmanned transporting vehicle 3 or with the ground control
station using the wireless communication device 3g.

If, on the other hand the result of the determination in step
S1 is [No] (namely, if the unmanned transporting vehicle 3
(hereinafter, referred to as the host unmanned vehicle 3M)
has parked in the parking area 2), the control device 3
receives electric power from the other unmanned transport-
ing vehicle 3 that has already parked in the parking area 1
(step S3). Namely, by switching its power receiving circuit
3b from a standby state to a functioning state, the control
device 3/ receives AC electric power that is provided via the
power receiving coil 3a and the power receiving circuit 35
from the power supply coil 3/ of the unmanned transporting
vehicle 3 that has parked in the parking area 1. By then
switching its charging/discharging circuit 3¢ to charging
mode, the control device 3/ causes the storage battery 3d to
be charged with the AC power charged via the power
receiving coil 3¢ and the power receiving circuit 34.

If, the result of the determination in step S2 is [Yes]
(namely, if another unmanned transporting vehicle 3 has
parked in the parking area 2), the control device 3% acquires
information showing the charging situation by performing
wireless communication using, for example, the wireless
communication device 3g with the other unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3 (hereinafter, referred to as the other
unmanned vehicle 3T) that has parked in the parking area 2.
By doing this, the control device 3/ confirms whether or not
the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T has completed
charging (step S4). If the result of the determination in step
S4 is [No] (namely, if the charging of the other unmanned
transporting vehicle 3T has not been completed), the control
device 3/ confirms whether or not the charging of the
storage battery 3d of the host unmanned transporting vehicle
3M has been completed (step S5). Namely, the control
device 3/ performs the confirmation processing of step S5
by acquiring information that shows the charging situation
of the storage battery 34 from the charging/discharging
circuit 3c.

If, on the other hand, the result of the determination in
step S4 is [Yes] (namely, if the charging of the other
unmanned transporting vehicle 3T has been completed), the
control device 3% starts receiving electric power from the
ground power supply coil 2a, and causes all of this received
electric power to be used for charging the storage battery 34
(step S6). Namely, the control device 3/ receives AC electric
power that is supplied from the ground power supply coil 2a
via the power receiving coil 3a and the power receiving
circuit 35 by switching its power receiving circuit 35 from
a standby state to a functioning state. Moreover, the control
device 3/ causes the storage battery 3d to be charged with
the AC electric power received via the power receiving coil
3a and the power receiving circuit 35 by setting the charg-
ing/discharging circuit 3¢ to charging mode.

If, the result of the determination in step S5 is [No]
(namely, if the storage battery 3d of the host unmanned
transporting vehicle 3M is not yet fully charged), the control
device 3/ determines whether or not the other unmanned
transporting vehicle 3T is close to being fully charged (step
S7). Namely, the control device 3% compares information
showing the charge state of the storage battery 3d of the
other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T that it has already
acquired from the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T
with information showing the charge state of the storage
battery 3d of the host unmanned transporting vehicle 3M
that it has already acquired from the charging/discharging
circuit 3¢. By doing this, the control device 3/ determines
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whether or not the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T
will become fully charged sooner than the host unmanned
transporting vehicle 3M.

If, on the other hand, the result of the determination in
step S5 is [Yes] (namely, if the storage battery 34 of the host
unmanned transporting vehicle 3M is fully charged), the
control device 3% starts receiving electric power from the
ground power supply coil 2a, and supplies all of this
received electric power to the other unmanned transporting
vehicle 3T (step S8).

Namely, the control device 3/ receives AC electric power
from the ground power supply coil 2a via the power receiv-
ing coil 3a and the power receiving circuit 35 by switching
the power receiving circuit 36 from a standby state to a
functioning state. In addition, the control device 3% sets the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢ to a non-charging mode, and
also switches the power supply circuit 3e from a standby
state to a functioning state. By doing this, all of the AC
electric power received from the ground power supply coil
2a is supplied to the power supply circuit 3e without any
being used to charge the storage battery 3d. As a result of
this, the AC electric power received from the ground power
supply coil 2a is supplied to the power supply coil 3f'via the
power supply circuit 3e and is transmitted to the other
unmanned transporting vehicle 3T.

If, the result of the determination in step S7 is [Yes]
(namely, if the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T is
close to being fully charged), the control device 3/ starts
receiving electric power from the ground power supply coil
2a, and uses a comparatively small quantity of this received
electric power, (i.e., minimal quantity of electric power
Cmin) as charging electric power, and supplies the remain-
ing, comparatively large quantity of electric power to the
other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T (step S9).

Namely, the control device 3/ receives AC electric power
from the ground power supply coil 2a via the power receiv-
ing coil 3a and the power receiving circuit 35 by switching
the power receiving circuit 36 from a standby state to a
functioning state. The control device 3/ also sets the charg-
ing/discharging circuit 3¢ to the charging mode for the
minimum quantity of electric power Cmin, and switches the
power supply circuit 3e from a standby state to a functioning
state. By doing this, the storage battery 3 is charged as far
as the limit set by the minimum quantity of electric power
Cmin, and the majority of the AC quantity of power received
from the ground power supply coil 2a is supplied to the
power supply circuit 3e. As a result, the majority of the AC
electric power received from the ground power supply coil
2a is supplied to the power supply coil 3f via the power
supply circuit 3e, and is transmitted to the other unmanned
transporting vehicle 3T.

If, however, the result of the determination in step S7 is
[No] (namely, if the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T
is not close to being fully charged), the control device 3%
starts receiving electric power from the ground power sup-
ply coil 2a, and not only charges the storage battery 34 in
full charging mode using this received electric power, but
also supplies the excess electric power to the other
unmanned transporting vehicle 3T (step S10).

Namely, the control device 3/ receives AC electric power
from the ground power supply coil 2a via the power receiv-
ing coil 3a and the power receiving circuit 35 by switching
the power receiving circuit 36 from a standby state to a
functioning state. Moreover, the control device 3% sets the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢ to full charging mode, and
switches the power supply circuit 3e from standby mode to
functioning mode. By doing this, the majority of the AC

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

electric power received from the ground power supply coil
2a is used to charge the storage battery 3d, and the excess
electric power from this charging is supplied to the power
supply circuit 3e. As a result, the majority of the AC electric
power received from the ground power supply coil 2a is
used to charge the host unmanned transporting vehicle 3M,
while the rest is supplied to the power supply coil 3fvia the
power supply circuit 3e, and is transmitted to the other
unmanned transporting vehicle 3T.

FIG. 5 is a characteristic view showing a charging pattern
of the host unmanned transporting vehicle 3M (which is in
the parking area 1) and the other unmanned transporting
vehicle 3T (which is in the parking area 2) that is based on
the above-described charging processing. If the other
unmanned transporting vehicle 3T that has already parked in
the parking area 2 is close to being fully charged, the host
unmanned transporting vehicle 3M that is in the parking area
1 charges the storage battery 3d as far as the limit imposed
by the minimum quantity of electric power Cmin, which is
lower than the normal charging electric power quantity.
Accordingly, the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3T is
able to receive from the host unmanned transporting vehicle
3M a greater quantity of electric power than when the host
unmanned transporting vehicle 3M is charging the storage
battery 3d using normal charging electric power. As a result,
the host unmanned transporting vehicle 3M is able to finish
charging and return to transporting tasks sooner than when
it is charging the storage battery 3d using normal charging
electric power.

According to the present embodiment, the unmanned
transporting vehicles 3 are provided not only with an electric
power receiving function, but also with an electric power
supplying function. Because of this, it is possible to supply
electric power to another unmanned transporting vehicle 3
that has parked next to a particular unmanned transporting
vehicle 3. Consequently, it is possible to reduce the number
of ground power supply devices such as the ground power
supply coil 2a compared to the number used conventionally.
Accordingly, according to the present embodiment, it is
possible to reduce the amounts of time and money that are
needed to install and to also maintain ground power supply
devices compared to the conventional system.

Moreover, according to the processing of the above-
described steps S1 through S10, when an unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3 is parked in either one of the parking area
1 and the parking area 2 and is charging the storage battery
3d thereof, priority is given to the charging of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3 whose charging will be completed
soonest. As a result, it is possible to increase the overall rate
of productivity of the unmanned transporting vehicles 3.
[Second Embodiment]

Next, a second embodiment of the present invention will
be described. Note that the same symbols are used in the
drawings of the second embodiment for structure that is the
same as in the first embodiment. As is shown in FIG. 6, an
unmanned transporting system B according to the present
embodiment performs transporting tasks to transport articles
such as components and finished products between an
automated warehouse and a first manufacturing facility and
also between the automated warehouse and a second manu-
facturing facility. The unmanned transporting system B is
formed by a first travel track 1A, a second travel track 1B,
a charging station 2A, a plurality of unmanned transporting
vehicles 3 (i.e., vehicles), and a ground control station 4.

Storage stations and retrieval stations that are used for
article transfers with the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A
are provided in each of the aforementioned automated
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warehouse and first and second manufacturing facilities. As
is shown in the drawing, the first travel track 1A is provided
in a loop shape (i.e., an endless loop) that extends between
the storage stations and retrieval stations of the automated
warehouse and the storage stations and retrieval stations of
the first manufacturing facility, and guides the traveling of
the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A. The second travel
track 1B is provided in a loop shape (i.e., an endless loop)
that extends between the storage stations and retrieval
stations of the automated warehouse and the storage stations
and retrieval stations of the second manufacturing facility,
and guides the traveling of the unmanned transporting
vehicles 3A in the same way as the first travel track 1A.

First and second wireless power supply arecas Ka and Kb
that are parallel or almost parallel with each other are
provided on the first and second travel tracks 1A and 1B
such that a plurality of the unmanned transporting vehicles
3 A are able to travel or park adjacent to each other. The first
and second wireless power supply areas Ka and Kb are
positions where the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A
transfer electric power to each other (i.e., electric power
transfer areas) (this is described below in detail). In the
present embodiment, due to the configuration (i.e., the
layout) of the first and second travel tracks 1A and 1B, the
first wireless power supply area Ka and the second wireless
power supply area Kb are provided in two mutually separate
positions.

The charging station 2A is, unlike the above-described
first and second wireless power supply areas Ka and Kb, a
position where the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A
receive electric power from a fixed ground charging facility
(i.e., an electric power supply position) without making
physical contact. The charging station 2A is provided on a
branch path 1a that branches off from a portion of the first
travel track 1A. As is shown in FIG. 7, a parking area 1 and
a parking area 2 that are in a front-rear positional relation-
ship to each other on the branch path 1a are set in the
charging station 2A. Moreover, the ground power supply
coil 2q is provided adjacent to the parking area 1, while the
ground power supply coil 26 is provided adjacent to the
parking area 2.

The plurality of unmanned transporting vehicles 3A are
battery-driven unmanned traveling vehicles that perform the
task of transporting articles between the aforementioned
automated warehouse and the first and second manufactur-
ing facilities. Each unmanned transporting vehicle 3A trav-
els in a clockwise direction shown by the arrows on the first
and second travel tracks 1A and 1B based on command
information relating to the transporting task that it has
received via wireless communication from the ground con-
trol station 4. By doing this, each unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A transports articles such as components and the
like from the retrieval station of the automated warehouse to
a storage station of the first and second manufacturing
facilities, and transports articles such as finished products
from a retrieval station of the first and second manufacturing
facilities to the storage station of the automated warehouse.

Each unmanned transporting vehicle 3A performs trans-
porting tasks while traveling on the first and second travel
tracks 1A and 1B (this is described below in greater detail),
performs wireless electric power transfer operations in the
first and second wireless power supply areas Ka and Kb, and
receives electric power in the charging station 2A.

FIG. 8 shows the principal portions of each unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A, namely, shows the functional struc-
ture of the power receiving and supply system. As is shown
in FIG. 8, each unmanned transporting vehicle 3A is pro-
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vided with two power receiving coils 3a and 3/, two power
receiving circuits 36 and 3#n, a charging/discharging circuit
3¢, a storage battery 3d, two power supply circuits 3e and 3/,
two power supply coils 3f'and 3j, a wireless communication
device 3%, and a control device 3m as functional component
elements of the power receiving and supply system.

As is shown in FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, the power receiving coil
3a is an induction coil that receives a wireless electric power
supply from the above-described ground power supply coils
2a and 256 and from the power supply coil 3f of other
unmanned transporting vehicles 3A. The power receiving
coil 3a is provided at one side surface of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A on the rearward side thereof and at
a height (i.e., a position) where it faces directly towards the
ground power supply coils 2a and 25, and the power supply
coil 3f of another unmanned transporting vehicle 3A. The
power receiving coil 3a receives AC electric power by
means of electromagnetic induction that is based on an
alternating magnetic field that is generated by the ground
power supply coils 2a and 25 and by the power supply coil
3f of the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3A without
making any contact with these, and then outputs it to the
power receiving circuit 35. The power receiving circuit 35 is
an electric power conversion circuit that converts the AC
electric power input from the power receiving coil 3a into
DC electric power, and outputs this DC electric power to the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢ and the power supply circuit
3e.

The power receiving coil 3/ is an induction coil that
receives a wireless electric power supply from the power
supply coil 3/ of another unmanned transporting vehicle 3A,
and is provided at the other side surface of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A on the forward side thereof. The
power receiving coil 3/ receives AC electric power by means
of electromagnetic induction that is based on an alternating
magnetic field that is generated by the power supply coil 3;
of the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3A without
making any contact with this power supply coil 3;, and then
outputs it to the power receiving circuit 3z. The power
receiving circuit 3z is an electric power conversion circuit
that converts the AC electric power input from the power
receiving coil 3/ into DC electric power, and outputs this DC
electric power to the charging/discharging circuit 3¢ and the
power supply circuit 3i.

The power supply circuit 3e is an electric power conver-
sion circuit that converts the discharge electric power (i.e.,
DC electric power) supplied from the charging/discharging
circuit 3¢ into AC electric power, and then outputs this AC
electric power to the power supply coil 3/ The power supply
coil 3f generates an induction magnetic field based on the
AC electric power supplied from the power supply circuit
3e, and supplies this AC electric power to the outside via the
induction magnetic field. As is shown in the drawings, the
power supply coil 3fis provided on the other side surface of
the unmanned transporting vehicle 3A, which is on the
opposite side from the power receiving coil 3a, and at the
rear side thereof.

The power supply circuit 3/ is an electric power conver-
sion circuit that converts the discharge electric power (i.e.,
DC electric power) supplied from the charging/discharging
circuit 3¢ into AC electric power, and then outputs this AC
electric power to the power supply coil 3j. The power supply
coil 3/ generates an induction magnetic field based on the
AC electric power supplied from the power supply circuit 37,
and supplies this AC electric power to the outside via the
induction magnetic field. Moreover, the power supply coil 37
is provided on the other side surface of the unmanned
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transporting vehicle 3A, which is on the opposite side from
the power receiving coil 3/, and at the rear side thereof.

The charging/discharging circuit 3¢ is an electric power
regulating circuit that regulates the supply of electric power
from the power receiving circuit 36 or the power receiving
circuit 37 to the storage battery 3d (i.e., the charging), and
the supply of electric power from the storage battery 3d to
the power supply circuit 3e or the power supply circuit 37
(i.e., the discharging). The charging/discharging circuit 3c,
for example, outputs the DC electric power supplied from
the power receiving circuit 36 or the power receiving circuit
3 to the storage battery 3d as charging electric power while
adjusting the current thereof such that this remains at a
constant level. The charging/discharging circuit 3¢ also
outputs the DC electric power (i.e., the discharge electric
power) supplied from the storage battery 3d to the power
supply circuit 3e or the power supply circuit 3/ while
regulating the upper limit value thereof. The storage battery
3d is a secondary battery such as a lithium-ion battery or a
lead storage battery. The storage battery 3d is charged with
the DC electric power supplied from the charging/discharg-
ing circuit 3¢, and discharges its accumulated power (i.e.,
DC electric power) by supplying it to the charging/discharg-
ing circuit 3c.

Note that, although omitted from FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, the
unmanned transporting vehicles 3A are provided with: the
functional component elements of a driving system such as
a plurality of drive wheels, carrying wheels, and a travel
motor that drives the drive wheels; a load handling system
that performs the receiving and delivery of articles with the
storage stations and retrieval stations; and with the func-
tional components of a main control system that collectively
controls the driving system and the load handling system.
The driving system, the load handling system, and the main
control system function using electric power from the stor-
age battery 3d as a power source.

The wireless communication device 3% exchanges infor-
mation relating to transporting tasks and to electric power
receiving and supply by communicating wirelessly with the
ground control station 4, and with the wireless communi-
cation devices 3% of other unmanned transporting vehicles
3A. The control device 3m collectively controls the two
power receiving circuits 35 and 3#, the charging/discharging
circuit 3¢, the two power supply circuits 3e and 37, and the
wireless communication device 3% based on predetermined
control programs. By performing this control, the control
device 3m is able to perform the transporting tasks and the
exchanging of electric power with other unmanned trans-
porting vehicles 3A.

The ground control station 4 is a control device that
collectively controls this unmanned transporting system B.
The ground control station 4 controls operations of the
unmanned transporting vehicles 3A by communicating wire-
lessly with the wireless communication devices 3% of the
above-described unmanned transporting vehicles 3A, and
controls the supply of electric power to the ground power
supply coils 2a and 256 of the charging station 2A.

Next, operations of the unmanned transporting system B
and, in particular, electric power transfer operations of the
unmanned transporting vehicles 3A will be described in
detail with reference made to FIG. 10. Note that in the
following description, right-hand side and left-hand side
refer to the right side and left side relative to the forward
direction of travel of the unmanned transporting vehicles.

In this unmanned transporting system B, the ground
control station 4 collectively controls the transporting tasks
of the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A. Namely, each
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unmanned transporting vehicle 3A travels in a clockwise
direction shown by the arrows on the first and second travel
tracks 1A and 1B based on command information relating to
the transporting task that it has received via the wireless
communication device 3%. By doing this, each unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A transports articles that it has
received from the retrieval station of the automated ware-
house to a storage station of the first manufacturing facility
or second manufacturing facility, and transports articles that
it has received from a retrieval station of the first manufac-
turing facility or second manufacturing facility to the storage
station of the automated warehouse.

As a result of receiving in sequence command informa-
tion relating to transporting tasks from the ground control
station 4, the unmanned transporting vehicle 3A repeats in
sequence the above-described transporting tasks. When an
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A travels over the first or
second travel tracks 1A or 1B, the control device 3m thereof
executes the electric power transfer processing shown in
FIG. 10 at regular time intervals. Namely, when an
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A travels over the first or
second travel tracks 1A or 1B, the control device 3m thereof
determines whether or not it is in one of the first wireless
power supply area Ka and the second wireless power supply
area Kb, which are electric power transfer areas, based, for
example, on the distance traveled from the respective stor-
age stations and entry stations (step S1).

If the result of the determination in step S1 is [Yes]
(namely, if the control device 3m of the unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3A is present in either the first wireless
power supply area Ka or the second wireless power supply
area Kb, the control device 3m of the unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A determines whether or not another unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A is currently traveling in parallel with
it on the first travel track 1A which is on the left-hand side
thereof (step S2). Namely, if the control device 3m is
currently located in the first wireless power supply area Ka,
then that control device 3m performs wireless communica-
tion using the wireless communication device 3% with the
ground control station 4 or with another unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3A that has traveled along the first travel
track 1A so as to enter into the first wireless power supply
area Ka, and then performs the determination processing of
step S2. If that control device 3m is currently located in the
second wireless power supply area Kb, then that control
device 3m performs wireless communication using the wire-
less communication device 3k with the ground control
station 4 or with another unmanned transporting vehicle 3A
that has traveled along the first travel track 1A so as to enter
into the second wireless power supply area Kb, and then
performs the determination processing of step S2. Note that
if the result of the determination in step S1 is [No] (namely,
if the control device 3m is currently located in neither the
first wireless power supply area Ka nor the second wireless
power supply area Kb), then the control device 3m repeats
the determination processing of step S1.

If the result of the determination in step S2 is [Yes]
(namely, if, as is shown in FIG. 9, the host unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A of the control device 3m is the
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A that is traveling on the
second travel track 1B, and another unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A is also currently traveling on the first travel track
1A on the left-hand side of the host unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A), then the control device 3m of the host
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A performs wireless com-
munication with that other unmanned transporting vehicle
3 A that is currently located on its left-hand side. By doing
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this, it acquires information about the amount of electric
power (i.e., the other remaining battery level) remaining in
the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3A (step S3).

The control device 3m then compares this other remaining
battery level with the remaining battery level (i.e., the host
remaining battery level) of the storage battery 3d that it has
acquired from the charging/discharging circuit 3¢ (step S4).
If the host remaining battery level is higher than the other
remaining battery level, then the control device 3m sets the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢ to discharging mode, and
supplies the stored electric power in the storage battery 3d
to the power supply circuit 3e. By doing this, electric power
is supplied to the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3A
via the power supply coil 3/ (step S5).

If, however, the control device 3m of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A determines in step S4 that the host
remaining battery level is lower than the other remaining
battery level, it sets the charging/discharging circuit 3¢ to
charging mode and causes the power receiving circuit 3z to
start functioning. By doing this, electric power is received
via the power receiving coil 3/ from the other unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A that is adjacent thereto on the
left-hand side, and this is used to charge the power storage
battery 3d (step S6). Note that if it is determined in step S4
that the host remaining battery level is the same as the other
remaining battery level, the control device 3m repeats the
processing of step S1 without performing the electric power
supply processing of step S5 or the charging processing of
step S6.

If the result of the determination in step S2 is [No], then
if the control device 3m of the unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A is positioned within the first wireless power
supply area Ka, the control device 3m of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A determines whether or not another
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A is currently traveling in
parallel with it on the second travel track 1B, which is on the
right-hand side thereof, by performing wireless communi-
cation using the wireless communication device 3% with the
ground control station 4 or with another unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3A that has traveled along the second travel
track 1B so as to enter into the first wireless power supply
area Ka. However, if the control device 3m of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A is positioned within the second
wireless power supply area Kb, the control device 3m of the
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A determines whether or
not another unmanned transporting vehicle 3A is currently
traveling in parallel with it on the second travel track 1B,
which is on the right-hand side thereof, by performing
wireless communication using the wireless communication
device 3k with the ground control station 4 or with another
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A that has traveled along
the second travel track 1B so as to enter into the second
wireless power supply area Kb (step S7).

Namely, if the result of the determination in step S7 is
[Yes] (namely, if, as is shown in FIG. 9, the host unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A of the control device 3m is the
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A that is traveling on the
first travel track 1A, and another unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A is also currently traveling on the second travel
track 1B on the right-hand side of the host unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A), then the control device 3m of the
host unmanned transporting vehicle 3A performs wireless
communication with that other unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A that is currently located on its right-hand side. By
doing this, it acquires information about the amount of
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electric power (i.e., the other remaining battery level)

remaining in the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3A

(step S8).

The control device 3m then compares this other remaining
battery level with the remaining battery level (i.e., the host
remaining battery level) of the storage battery 3d that it has
acquired from the charging/discharging circuit 3¢ (step S9).
If the host remaining battery level is higher than the other
remaining battery level, then the control device 3m sets the
charging/discharging circuit 3¢ to discharging mode, and
supplies the stored electric power in the storage battery 3d
to the power supply circuit 3i. By doing this, electric power
is supplied to the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3A
via the power supply coil 3; (step S10).

If, however, the control device 3m of the unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A determines in step S9 that the host
remaining battery level is lower than the other remaining
battery level, it sets the charging/discharging circuit 3¢ to
charging mode and causes the power receiving circuit 36 to
start functioning. By doing this, electric power is received
via the power receiving coil 3a from the other unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A that is adjacent thereto on the
right-hand side, and this is used to charge the power storage
battery 3d (step S11). Note that if it is determined in step S9
that the host remaining battery level is the same as the other
remaining battery level, the control device 3m repeats the
processing of step S1 without performing the electric power
supply processing of step S10 or the charging processing of
step S11.

According to the electric power transfer processing per-
formed by the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A, the first
and second wireless power supply areas Ka and Kb are
provided partway along the first and second travel parts 1A
and 1B. Moreover, the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A
are also provided with an electric power supply function in
addition to an electric power receiving function. Because of
this, during a normal transporting task, electric power can be
transferred from an unmanned transporting vehicle 3A hav-
ing a higher remaining battery level to an unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3A having a lower remaining battery level.
Accordingly, according to the present embodiment, it is
possible to considerably reduce the number of times that an
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A must interrupt the trans-
porting task in order to travel to a charging station 2A and
charge its batteries compared to the conventional system. As
a consequence, compared to the conventional system it is
possible to reduce the adverse effects on the transporting
tasks performed by an unmanned transporting vehicle 3A
that are inflicted thereon by the task of charging that
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A. Furthermore, increase in
the size of the storage battery 34 of an unmanned transport-
ing vehicle 3A can be avoided.

Note that the present invention is not limited to the
above-described first and second embodiments and, for
example, the following variant examples may also be con-
sidered.

(1) In the first and second embodiments, a power transmis-
sion system in which each of the unmanned transporting
vehicles 3 and 3A transfer electric power wirelessly
without making any physical contact with each other is
described, however, the present invention is not limited to
this. The present invention can also be applied to a power
transmission system in which the unmanned transporting
vehicles 3 and 3A do make contact with each other using
electric power supply brushes or the like.

(2) In the first and second embodiments, a case in which a
wireless power supply system is used in the unmanned
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transporting systems A and B is described, however, the
present invention is not limited to this. The present
invention can also be used in a variety of applications in
addition to the unmanned transporting systems A and B.
Namely, the vehicles of the present invention are not
limited to the unmanned transporting vehicles 3 and 3A,
and the present invention can also be applied to a variety
of vehicles that require charging, for example, to vehicles
that are driven by a human driver.

(3) In the first embodiment, the power receiving coil 3a and

the power supply coil 3f are provided respectively on
mutually different side surfaces of each unmanned trans-
porting vehicle 3, however, the present invention is not
limited to this. It is also possible for the power receiving
coil 3a and the power supply coil 3f to be provided
respectively on the front and rear of each unmanned
transporting vehicle 3. In this case, the wireless power
supply system is provided with a charging station in
which the parking area 1 and the parking area 2 are
provided at the front and rear on the branch path 1a.
Moreover, in the above-described embodiments, two
parking areas are provided adjacent to each other, how-
ever, the number of parking areas may also be three or
more.

(4) In the first embodiment, charging information and the

like about another unmanned transporting vehicle 3 is
acquired using the wireless communication device 3g of
each unmanned transporting vehicle 3, however, the pres-
ent invention is not limited to this. It is also possible for
charging information and the like about another
unmanned transporting vehicle 3 to be acquired using
means other than the wireless communication device 3g.
For example, it is also possible for the power receiving
coil 3a and the power supply coil 3f'to be used not only
for electric power transmission, but for charging infor-
mation and the like about the unmanned transporting
vehicles 3 to be acquired by also using these for the
wireless transmission of signals.

(5) In the electric power supply processing or charging (i.e.,

electric power receiving) processing of the respective
steps S5, S6, S10, and S11 of the second embodiment,
electric power supply processing or charging (i.e., electric
power receiving) processing is performed while the
unmanned transporting vehicle 3A that is traveling on the
first travel track 1A and the unmanned transporting
vehicle 3A that is traveling on the second travel track 1B
are both traveling, however, the present invention is not
limited to this. It is also possible, for example, to detect
when each unmanned transporting vehicle 3A enters one
of the first and second wireless power supply arcas Ka and
Kb, and if another unmanned transporting vehicle 3A is
detected as being on the left-hand side or the right-hand
side thereof at that time, then these unmanned transport-
ing vehicles may both be temporarily stopped or slowed
down, and the electric power supply processing or charg-
ing (i.e., electric power receiving) processing then per-
formed.

(6) In the second embodiment, in order to obtain a stable

electric power supply or charging (i.e., electric power
receiving) in the first and second wireless power supply
areas Ka and Kb, it is essential for two unmanned
transporting vehicles 3A to maintain the same distance
from each other. Namely, it is essential for the distance
between the power receiving coil 3¢ of one unmanned
transporting vehicle 3A and the power supply coil 3f of
the other unmanned transporting vehicle 3A, and the
distance between the power receiving coil 3/ of the other
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unmanned transporting vehicle 3A and the power supply
coil 3j of the one unmanned transporting vehicle 3A to be
kept at a constant distance from each other. If the above-
described stable electric power supply or charging (i.e.,
electric power receiving) is considered, then because it is
preferable for the traveling speed of the two unmanned
transporting vehicles 3A to be equal in the first and second
wireless power supply areas Ka and Kb, it is preferable
for their speeds to be adjusted, for example, by wireless
communication between the two unmanned transporting
vehicles 3A such that that the traveling speed of the two
unmanned transporting vehicles 3A is equal.

(7) In the second embodiment, electric power supply pro-
cessing or charging (i.e., electric power receiving) pro-
cessing is performed between two travel tracks (namely,
between the unmanned transporting vehicles 3A traveling
along the first and second travel tracks 1A and 1B),
however, the number and layout of the travel tracks is not
limited to this. For example, if there are three travel tracks
1 to 3, then a wireless power supply area is set between
the mutually adjacent travel track 1 and travel track 2, and
a wireless power supply area is set between the mutually
adjacent travel track 2 and travel track 3. By doing this,
it is possible to perform electric power supply processing
or charging (i.e., electric power receiving) processing
between all of the three travel tracks 1 to 3.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

According to the present invention, a vehicle is able to
supply electric power to another vehicle that has parked
adjacently to that vehicle. Accordingly, it is possible to
decrease the number of ground power supply devices com-
pared to a conventional system. As a result, the time and
expenditure required for the installation of the ground power
supply as well as for their maintenance can both be reduced
compared to a conventional system.

Furthermore, a vehicle is able to receive electric power
without traveling past a charging station. Accordingly, com-
pared to the conventional system, it is possible to reduce the
effects inflicted on a transporting task by the task of charging
a vehicle. Furthermore, it is also possible to suppress any
tendency for the size of the battery to increase.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE
NUMERALS

1. .. Travel track, 1A . . . First travel track, 1B . . . Second
travel track, 1a . . . Branch path, 2, 2A . . . Charging
station, 2a, 2b . . . Ground power supply coil, 3, 3A . . .

Unmanned transporting vehicle (Vehicle), 3a, 3/ . . .
Power receiving coil, 35, 3n . . . Power receiving circuit,
3¢ . . . Charging/discharging circuit, 3d . . . Storage
battery, 3e, 3i . . . Power supply circuit, 37, 3/ . . . Power
supply coil, 3g, 3%k . . . Wireless communication device,
3k, 3m . .. Control device, 4 . . . Ground control station,
Ka . .. First wireless power supply area, Kb . . . Second

wireless power supply area

The invention claimed is:

1. A wireless power supply system that supplies electric
power from a ground power supply device to a vehicle
without making contact with that vehicle, comprising:

the vehicle comprising a power receiving device that is

provided so as to face the ground power supply device
and that receives electric power from the ground power
supply device, a power storage device that stores the
electric power received by the power receiving device,
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and a power supply device that supplies at least a
portion of the electric power received by the power
receiving device to another vehicle; and

a plurality of parking areas that are mutually adjacent to

each other where the vehicle and the another vehicle
park mutually adjacent to each other.

2. The wireless power supply system according to claim
1, wherein the parking areas are provided on travel tracks
along which moving objects in a form of unmanned trans-
porting vehicles travel.

3. The wireless power supply system according to claim
1, wherein the ground power supply system is provided at
only a portion of the plurality of parking areas.

4. A transporting system comprising:

a plurality of vehicles that are driven by a power storage

device and that receive electric power from outside by
a power receiving device and supply electric power to
outside by a power supply device;

aplurality of travel tracks along which the vehicles travel;

and

power transfer areas that are areas where a particular

travel track is adjacent to another travel track, and
where a vehicle traveling along a particular travel track
and a vehicle traveling along another travel track are
able to mutually transfer electric power to each other,
wherein

the vehicles mutually transfer electric power while trav-

eling in a power transfer area.

5. The transporting system according to claim 4, wherein
power receiving coils that receive electric power without
making contact and power supply coils that receive electric
power without making contact are provided in a plurality of
positions in the vehicles.

10

25

30

20

6. The transporting system according to claim 4, wherein
a ground power supply system that wirelessly supplies
electric power to the vehicles is provided at either one of the
particular travel track and the another travel track.

7. The transporting system according to claim 4, wherein
if there is the vehicle traveling along the another travel track
adjacent to a particular travel track, the vehicle traveling
along the particular travel track acquires information about
the amount of electric power remaining in the vehicle
traveling along the another travel track; and

if a host remaining battery level is higher than the other

remaining battery level, the vehicle traveling along a
particular travel track supplies electric power to the
vehicle traveling along the another travel track.

8. The transporting system according to claim 7, wherein
the information about the amount of electric power is the
other remaining battery level.

9. The transporting system according to claim 4, wherein
if there is the vehicle traveling along the another travel track
adjacent to a particular travel track, the vehicle traveling
along the particular travel track acquires information about
the amount of electric power remaining in the vehicle
traveling along the another travel track; and

if a host remaining battery level is lower than the other

remaining battery level, the vehicle traveling along a
particular travel track receives electric power from the
vehicle traveling along the another travel track.

10. The transporting system according to claim 9, wherein
the information about the amount of electric power is the
other remaining battery level.
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